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Medical Student Council (MSC)
Elections Code


AS-SOM Elections Code

Section I. Authority over Elections

a. The Elections Commissioner shall be appointed by the MSC Advisor at the beginning of each semester, and shall supervise AS-SOM elections according to the rules and procedures specified in the AS-SOM Constitution, Bylaws, Elections Code, and rulings of the Medical Student Council.

b. The Elections Commissioner shall schedule the dates, times, and locations of all elections and shall schedule nominations periods, campaign periods and meeting for all speeches.

e. The Elections Commissioner shall hold a Candidates’ Forum for interested candidates and voters.  (S)he may also hold meetings for all interested candidates for a particular office.  The Elections Commissioner shall designate the time and place for all such meeting(s).  All students shall receive email notification of the candidates’ forum.  

f.  The Elections Commissioner and committee shall publicize all pertinent information.  In the absence of an Elections Commissioner, the current Director of Student Affairs will assume this role.

g.  Before the election period, the Elections Commissioner and the Medical Student Council shall jointly establish guidelines for the conduct of the elections, attempting to clarify all foreseen ambiguities in the Code.

h.
During the elections period, the Elections Commissioner and the Director of Student Affairs have authority over the conduct of AS-SOM elections.  All decisions made by the Elections Commissioner and Director of Student Affairs may be appealed to the Executive Council and ruled on during the elections period.  

Section II. Eligibility

a. All and only registered students of UCLA School of Medicine shall be members of the AS-SOM and shall be eligible to vote and hold office.  

b. A candidate must meet the requirements of the office s/he seeks, as specified in the AS-SOM Constitution.

c. A candidate must be in good academic standing. Those with marginal passes or fails on their transcript are not eligible to run for office.  The Director of Student Affairs and or the Dean of Student Affairs retain the right to remove a name from the ballot or to prevent a name from being placed on a ballot.  The reason may not be disclosed to protect the privacy of the candidate.

d. Any candidate who violates any section of this code shall be subject to disqualification by the Elections Commissioner, subject to the approval of the Medical Student Council.

Section III. Candidates

a. The Elections Commissioner shall post the rules governing the election in public view at the filing place for candidacy-this includes both the electronic bulletin board and the bulletin board in the SAO.

b. Each candidate must file on an AS-SOM form, his or her intention to seek office during the nomination period.  The nomination form shall include the following statement: "If I am elected to the office that I am seeking, I intend to serve the entire term unless I am subsequently elected to another AS-SOM position."

c. Each candidate must be aware of all rules governing the election, and each is responsible for his/her actions and those of his/her supporters.

d. No candidate may run for more than one office in a single election, unless there are not enough candidates to fill the positions.

Section IV. Procedures

a  Timeline



1. Filing period: Eligible candidates may file for office by signing the AS-
SOM form. After filing for office, the candidates name will be added to 
the list of candidates, which will be available for public viewing in the 
SAO. The filing period will begin on a Monday and end on a Friday.



2. Pre-election period: Candidate speeches will occur a week after the 
beginning of the filing period at a time when there are no scheduled 
classes. Candidate statements will be sent out on the same day as the 
Candidate speeches.

3. Election period will be established by the Election Commissioner and the Director of Student Affairs



4. The results will be announced by the Election Commisioner twenty-four 
hours after the end of the election period. 

d. Elections for the first-year officers shall be held within four weeks of the start of the academic year. Elections for the second-, third-, and fourth-year offices shall be held within four weeks for the return of Spring Break during the prior academic year.

Section V. Guidelines

a. There is no campaigning during the election period. Campaigning is defined as posting or distributed flyers, making speeches outside of the designated speech day, contacting students via email or posting on websites.  During the election period, candidates are prohibited from sending mass emails to the class even if the email content is not related to the election. Failure to comply may result in disqualification.

b. Elections are to be non-partisan; the involvement of recognized student groups in support of a candidate or candidates is not allowed.

c. The Elections Commissioner or elections committee members may confiscate any materials in violation of this code.  Any flagrant violation would render the candidate subject to disqualification.

d. The Election Commisioner shall accept campaign statements from each candidate for any one office between the beginning of the filing period and the pre-election candidate meeting.  Statements shall be sent to students in one email during the pre-election period.

f. Candidate’ Speeches

2.  The opportunity to deliver a speech is available for the offices of President, Vice-President, Medical Education Committee, and Treasurer for all class elections.



3. Only those candidates who have filed for office will be eligible to 
deliver a speech for the aforementioned offices (i.e. there is no running off 
the floor), unless the position is vacant.

4.  Speeches are limited to three (3) minutes for Class President and two (2) minutes for the offices of Class Vice-President, Medical Education Committee, and Treasurer. Electronic statements are not to exceed 500 words.

Section VI. Voting Procedures

a. Ballots

1. Ballots shall be prepared by the Elections Commissioner 

2. Ballots may be given through paper or electronic media.

3. Ballots shall list all candidates by office, with spaces for write-ins.

4. The order in which names are listed on the ballot shall be alphabetical, and no additional designations (i.e. race, gender or class) shall be included.  

b. Polling

1. The polling shall be carried out by the Elections Commissioner.

2.  Ballots will be distributed by the Elections Commissioner.

3.  Each student has one vote per election period.

4. There shall be no proxy voting.  

5. Students away from the School of Medicine who meet the aforementioned criteria may cast their votes via the electronic ballot at any time from the outset of the election period up until the closing of the polls on campus on the election day(s).

c. Election to Office

1. In AS-SOM office and single seat Medical Student Council elections, each voter shall be allowed to vote for no more than one candidate.  The candidate who received the majority of the votes will be elected.  If no candidate receives a majority, a run-off election will be held between the two candidates receiving the most votes.  The run-off will be of forty-eight (48) hour duration.  A winner will be selected if the candidate has both majority and plurality of those voted. 

Section VI. Election Results

a. 
Votes shall be counted and results determined according to the above rules, and this shall be done by the Elections Commissioner.

b.
 In the event of a run-off, the numerical results of any given race will be available at the SAO office only after elections have been held, and only to the candidates in that race.  

d.  Complaints and/or appeals may be filed by any candidate on grounds of a violation of the elections rules, a miscount of ballots, or any other questionable practice, provided that the candidate is directly involved in the complaint.

e.  Complaints and/or appeals must be submitted in writing to the Elections Commissioner within 24 hours of posting the results.

f. The Elections Commissioner shall rule on all complaints within 48 hours of receiving them and notify the Medical Student Council and the Director of Student Affairs of all actions.

h. Candidates may appeal decisions of the Elections Commissioner to the Medical Student Council.  All disqualifications are automatically appealed.  Appeals must be submitted in writing to the AS-SOM President within 24 hours of receipt of the ruling of the Elections Commissioner.  The Medical Student Council voting officers shall rule on the appeal, by two-thirds (2/3), within 48 hours of receipt of the appeal.

